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January. 4L2 1809. 

1809. Jan. 6. Between 2 and 5 p. m. (Patterson, Dick- 
erson, Duponceau, Tilghman, Collins, Jones, Jno. Vaughan, 
Stoughton, Collin, Barton, James.) 

Collin, Duponceau, Patterson, Judges; Vaughan, Clerk. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President — Thomas Jefferson. 

Vice-Presidents — Wistar, Patterson, Barton. 

Secretaries — James, Hewson, Chapman. 

Counsellors — Collin, Ellicott, Rush, Tilghman. 

Counsellor for 2 years, vice Shippen, deceased — J. B. Smith. 

Curators — Peale, Hare, J. R. Smith. 

Treasurer — Jno. Vaughan. 

A tax on the ground-rent held for the Magellanic Fund 
having for the first time been laid, a Committee to memor- 
ialize the Legislature was appointed: Tilghman, Du Pon- 
ceau, Dickerson. 

1809. Jan. 20. (Duponceau; Tilghman, McDowell, J. 
B. Smith, Brigs [sic], Vaughan, Collins, J. R. Smith, Peale, 
Patterson, Wylie, Binney, Nichols, James, Dickerson.) 

Committee reported the draft of a Memorial "praying 
that the said ground-rents may be exempted from taxes,'' 
which was read and adopted, and the Committee instructed 
to present it to the Legislature, "and to take the most 
effectual means to procure its favorable reception & the pas- 
sage of a law in conformity " with its prayer. 

Donations : Bowditch's Navigator, 2d edition, 1807. 

Jefferson's letter accepting election, read. 

" On the Geology of the U. S. explanatory of a geological 
map of the IT. S. by Wm. McClure ;" map and paper re- 
ferred to Barton, Collins and Dickerson. 

A communication on geological subjects from Rob. Wil- 
liams, of North Carolina, was read in part and postponed. 

" On the best angles for sails of a wind mill ;" and on find- 
ing the roots of equations by Logarithms; both by Jno. 



February. ^*- < * 1809. 

Garnet, of New Brunswick, New Jersey ; were referred to 
Patterson, McDowell and J. R. Smith. 

A communication from Ch. Creswell was read. 

Election of two new members : Ross Cuthbert, of Lower 
Canada ; Joel Barlow, of District of Columbia. 

John Yaughan elected Librarian for the year. 

Treasurer's accounts referred to Gibson and Dickerson. 



1809. Feb'y 3. (Williams ; J. B. Smith, Peale, Collins, 
J. R. Smith, Mr. Hare, Wylie, Vaughan, Dickerson, 
McDowell, Collin, Allison, Dr. Hare, Chapman, Nichols. 

McClure's Geology of United States reported and ordered 
to be published in the Transactions. 

Donations : " A collection of scarce & interesting tracts, 
written in England by persons of eminence," 1763-1770, 4 
Vols., 8°, from Thos. Stretch. 

Williams' geological paper was continued, and "the read- 
ing of the residue dispensed with." 

On a collection of Bones found at Bigbone Lick, procured 
at the expense of Mr. Jefferson, by Dr. Wistar ; read and 
referred to Barton, Peale and McDowell. 

1809. Feb'y 17. (Duponceau; Colin [sic], McDowell, 
Staughton, Hewson, Wistar, James, Col. Williams, Tilgh- 
man, J. B. Smith, Vaughan, J. R. Smith, Nichols, Dicker- 
son.) 

Board of Officers reported, recommending "that a sum not 
exceeding [ ] dollars be appropriated for translating 

from eminent German books .... such pieces or extracts 
as are not already translated into French or English & are 
most beneficial to this Country ; and that a committee," &c. 
Consideration of report postponed. 

Garnet's papers reported and ordered for the Transactions. 

Donations: Med. Mus., Vols. IV, V ; Manoeuvres of Horse 
Artillery, translated by Col. Williams from the original of 
Kosciusko, N. Y., 1808; Short Essay, Milit. Constitu. of 



March— April. 414: 1809 . 

Nations (3 copies), 1808 ; Bills of Mortality, Portsmouth, 
N. H., 1808 ; spec, of clay from Amboy ; 8 specs, copper ore 
from mouth of Perkiomen. 

Deaths and Diseases of Philadelphia, January 1, 1808- 
1809, from the Board of Health, ordered to be published in 
the Transactions. 



1809. March 3. (Col. Williams ; McDowell, Mease, Chap- 
man, Hewson, Bolman, Cooper, Collins, Peale, Vaughan, 
Paterson [sic], Nichols, Dickerson.) 

Donations: Bowditch's Obs. of Comet [sic], of 1807 ; Per- 
sian Lyrics, 4°, 1800, Manchester ; Malay Diet. ; HaiiyV. 
Memorial sur l'Arragonite. 

Model and description of Steering apparatus, offered for 
Extra Magellanic Premium, and referred to Board of Offi- 
cers. 

1809. March 17. (Col. Williams ; Allison, Mease, J. B. 
Smith, J. R. Smith, Vaughan, Peale, Dickerson.) 

Wistar's paper on Bigbone Lick fossils " having been acci- 
dentally lost," librarian ordered to advertise for it in some 
one of the public papers. 

Donations: Michaux's Voyage a l'Ouest, &c, 8°, Paris, 
1808. 

1809. April 7. (Col. Williams ; Capt. Jones, Dr. Mease, 
Mr. Collins, Mr. Vaughan.) 

Steering apparatus : Report of Board of Officers to grant a 
prize of $20 for it, to be considered at next meeting. 
Donation : Sir W. Jones' Misc. Works, 2 Vols. 

1809. April 21. (Dr. Allison; Patterson, Mease, Du- 
pont, Fothergill, Latrobe, Nichols, Wylie, Collins, Vaughan, 
Wistar, Peale, Duponceau, Chapman, J. R. Smith, J. B. 
Smith, Dickerson.) 



May. 415 1805. 

Donations: Fournier's Man. typographique, 2 Vols., 12°, 
1764 ; Arejulo's Fiebre amarilla, 1807 ; Maskelynes Loga- 
rithms,fol. 1792 ; Instructions, Arnold's chronometers; Lid- 
del's Seamen's Vade Mecum, 1794 ; De Tussac's Flora Antil- 
larum, I ; fol., Paris, 1808. 

Steering apparatus: "Nauticus;" Report of Board of 
Officers considered and adopted; $20 or a gold medal 
awarded to James Humphries, Jr., of the county of Phila- 
delphia. 

Election of eight new members: Silvain Godon, of Phila- 
delphia ; G. W. Featherstonhaugh, of New York ; Rev. G. 
B. Warden, of New York; Dr. R. M. Patterson, of Phila- 
delphia ; Thomas Moore, of Maryland ; Hon. James Win- 
throp, of Cambridge, Massachusetts ; Nat. Bowditch, of 
Salem, Massachusetts; Jean Andre Michaux, of Paris. 

Taylor's Log. Tables lent to Mr. Garnet " till called for." 



1809. May 5. (Patterson ; Collins, Godon, Nichols, Dick- 
erson, J. B. Smith, J. R. Smith, Vaughan, Hare ; Wistar, 
Fothergill, Dr. Patterson, Collin, Chapman.) 

Three dilatory committees ordered to report. 

Donations: Drayton on Inversion of the Uterus, 1809; 
Rush on the Omentum. 

" On the substances which constitute the mineral Soil of 
the environs of Boston," by Godon ; a memoir which he 
had recently presented to the Academy of Boston. Thanks 
ordered. 

Meteorological Register kept at the Cape of Good Hope, 
by J. Emslie, Jr. ; referred to J. B. Smith, Yaughan and 
Wistar. 

1809. May 19. (Patterson; Cloud, J. B. Smith, Yaughan, 
Fothergill, Dr. Patterson, Chapman.) 

The three Committees not reporting, the Librarian " to 
acquaint them that the Society was highly dissatisfied at 



June— July. 416 1809. 

their inattention and commanded them to report at the 
next meeting." 

Royal Library, Milan, solicited exchanges ; letter referred 
to Vaughan and Patterson. 

Government paying off its 8 per cent, the Treasurer was 
authorized to reinvest the $200 Rittenhouse Fund Stock in 
U. S. 6 per cent stock. 

1809. June 16. (Patterson; Fothergill, McClure, Du 
Ponceau, Godon, J. B. Smith, Vaughan.) 

Librarian had mistaken the evening, and omitted the 
usual notices to members. Adjourned to June 23, at 7 
o'clock. 

1809. June 23. Adjourned Meeting. (Patterson ; Cloud, 
McClure, B. Allison, Duponceau, J. B. Smith, Colins, Peale, 
Godon, Vaughan.) 

Bequest: The Librarian reported that Br. "Woodhouse, 
late Professor Chemistry University of Pennsylvania, having 
bequeathed to the Society his Collection of Minerals, he had 
received the same. Ordered that a receipt be sent to the 
Executors, and an Extract of the Will preserved. 

Donations : Specimen of Zinc rolled at between 212° and 
300° P. from Mr. Usud (?), " under whose directions the 
operation was performed," the first zinc rolled in America. 
Specimen of Phosphate of lime from Mercia. 

"On a combination of Palladium with Gold," by Mr. 
Cloud ; referred to Godon, Collins, Patterson, with power to 
publish (per Mr. Vaughan). 

Addition to McClure's paper of January 20 ; referred to 
former Committee with Godon and Seybert added, with 
power to publish (per Mr. Vaughan). 

1809. July 21. (Patterson ; J. B. Smith, McClure, Cloud, 
Fothergill, Peale, Du Ponceau, Nichols, Dickerson.) 

Mr. Vaughan (prevented by sudden indisposition) wrote 



Aug.— Sept. 417 1809 . 

that the Committees on Cloud's and McClure's papers had 
judged them well worthy of publication, and that he had 
placed them in the printer's hands. 

Donations : Accum's Mineralogy, 1809 ; Connoisance des 
Temps, 1808-'9. 

Improvement in propelling Boats, turning Mills, &c, in 
tide water, without a fall for mill wheels, by H. Voight ; 
not offered for publication ; ordered to be preserved. 

Barlow and Featherstonehaugh acknowledge election. 

1809. Aug. 18. (Patterson ; Fothergill, Collins, Du Pou- 
ceau, J. B. Smith, J. R. Smith, Dr. Allison, Vaugban.) 

Donations : (From the Nat. Inst.) 1 Vol. Mem. Sav. Etran. 
4°, 1805; 3 Vols. Mem. S. et A. Vol. V; 1 Vol. Math. V., 
1806; 2 Vols. 1806-7 ; 2 Vols. 1807-'8 ; 2 Vols. Base du Sys 
teme Metrique, 1806-7 ; (from the authors) Brisseau-Mirbel's 
Expos. 2d ed., 1809; Callet's Tables of Log., 1809; Lastey- 
rie's Hist. Acad., 1786 ; Pictet's Bib. Brit. 303-308, 311- 
312, 1808-'9 ; Clener's engravings of Etruscan Vases, and 
Warden's descriptions; Present state of N. Scotia, 1787. 

Librarian reported that M. Michaux had obtained the 
completion of the French journals, and that he had im- 
ported for the Society : Brongniart's Traits' Elem. Min. 2 
Vols., 1807; Bronchant's 2 Vols, with plates, 1808; Hauy's 
Traite Elem. de Physique, 2 ed., 1809 ; and Bertholet's Essai 
de Stat. Chim., 2 Vols., 1808. 

1809. Sept. 15. (Barton ; Patterson, McDowell, Jones, J. 
B. Smith, Legaux, J. R. Smith, Vaughan, Fothergill, Con- 
over, James.) 

Donations: Publications respecting the Del. and Ches. 
Canal, from Josh. Gilpin ; 7 Nos. Portfolio N. S. 

" Analysis of the Nicotiana latifolia," by Vaquelin, trans- 
lated by Warden ; referred to Conover, James and Cloud. 

PBOC. AMER. FHILOS. SOC. I. XXVli. PRINTED MAT 14, 1884. 



Oct.— Nov. 418 1809. 

1809. Oct. 6. (Patterson ; Vaughan, Duponceau, Col- 
lins, J. R. Smith ; Barton, McDowell, Conover, James, 
Wistar, Hewson.) 

Donations : Chapman's Speeches, Vols. I and V ; Coxe's 
Phila. Med. Diet. ; Gass' Journal, 12mo, Pittsburgh, 1807. 

Table for computing the Moon's motion, by Lambert ; in 
a letter from Jefferson ; referred to Garnet, Patterson and J. 
R. Smith. 

[Note here : " Donations to this period inserted in Vol. 
VI, p. 2d," i. e., of the Transactions.] 

1809. Oct. 20. (Wistar ; and 11 others.) 

Donations: Watteville's Hist. Conf. Helv., 1768; McClue's 
trans, of Cath. II's educational establishments, 2 Vols., 12°, 
1775; Les Instructions de Catharine II, 1769 ; Voyages en 
Tartare, 2 Vols., 4°, 1729; Mem. et Obs. Geog. 4, 1765; 
Turgot's Works, 8 Vols., 8°, 1809 (Vol., I wanting). 

Jas. Winthrop acknowledges his election. 

Journal of Meteorological Observations in Arkansas, 1805- 
1808, by J. B. Treat in a letter from Jefferson. 

The Met. papers in possession of the Soc. were referred 
to Patterson, Dickerson, J. R. Smith, Duponceau, Vaughan, 
Collins, Gibson, Cloud, Mease, Stoughton, Allison, James 
and Hewson, to abstract for publication. 



1809. Nov. 3. (Wistar; Godon, Staughton, and 10 
others.) 

Report of Committee on translation of Nicotiana latifolia, 
not accepted. Recommitted to Godon, Duponceau and 
Stoughton. 

Donations : Various publications from the Dublin Society. 

"Experiments on crude Platinum and a new process for 
separating Palladium & Rhodium," by Jos. Cloud, read and 
referred to Conover, Godon and Collins. 



Nov.— Dec— Jan. 419 1809—1810. 

1809. Nov. 17. (Patterson ; and 6 others.) 

Committee on Cloud's paper continued by request. 
Donations : Several recent publications. 

1809. Dec. 1. (Barton ; and 6 others.) 

Drawing of improved open and close stoves, invented by 
H. Voight ; ordered to be placed on file. 

1809. Dec. 15. (Dr. Collin ; and 11 others.) 

Cloud's memoir on Platinum reported for publication. 

Elmslie's Meteorological Journal at the Cape of Good 
Hope ; Committee recommended its reference to the Me- 
teorological Committee, So ordered. 

No papers for the Magellanic premium. 

Donation : Rios' Navigation Tables, 2d ed., 1809. 

1810. Jan'y 5. Between 2 and 5 p. m. (Barton ; Chap- 
man, Allison, J. B. Smith, Wylie, Staughton, Collin, Pat- 
terson, McDowell, Bolman, Duflield, Dupont, Vaughan.) 

Collin, Allison, Chapman, Judges ; Vaughan, Clerk. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President — Thomas Jefferson. 
Vice-Presidents — Patterson, Wistar, Barton. 
Secretaries — James, Hewson, Chapman, Allison. 
Councillors — DuPonceau, "Williams, Dickerson, White. 
Councillor for 1 year — Seybert (vice Woodward, deceased). 
Curators — Peale, Hare, J. R. Smith. 
Treasurer — Vaughan. 

1810. Jan'y 19. (10 present.) 

Donations : Camper's Works, with a letter from his son 
((Euvres, 8 Vols. 8°, and Vol. Plates, Paris, 1808 ; also 
Letter to Cuvier on the Msestrich fossils, 4 ) ; on the Upas ; 



